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| strongly support that approach because |
am convinced that holding the president and
the Iragi government accountable for achiev-
ing these benchmarks will provide us with the
leverage necessary to pressure the Iragi gov-
ernment to forge the political solution we all
know is required. In fact, Defense Secretary
Gates has acknowledged that the House-
passed a bill has been helpful in this approach
by showing the Iragis that American patience
is limited.

As | said when the House debated the bill,
however, | do not believe it was a good idea
to include a date certain for withdrawing U.S.
combat troops from Irag. As | said then, | do
not consider this provision to be wise and if it
had been up to me, it would not have been in-
cluded in the bill. | remain convinced that we
should steer clear of arbitrary public deadlines
for military actions and focus instead on real-
istic diplomatic and political goals. Our military
needs flexibility to be able to link movements
of U.S. troops to the realities of the situation
on the ground, and successful diplomacy re-
quires such flexibility as well.

| voted for the bill despite my reservations
about the withdrawal language because the
deadline—August of 2008—is far enough
away that it can be revisited, and while | did
not like its inclusion, | do not believe in letting
the perfect be the enemy of the good.

But since it would have been better if it had
not been included in the first place, | could not
vote to instruct the conferees to insist on in-
cluding it in the conference report.

———

FEDERAL CONTRACTOR
ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 2007

HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 20, 2007

Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, each
year, we lose billions of dollars in tax revenue
because of fraud and payment delays.

| was particularly angered when | read a
March 2006 report issued by the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) that found tax
debts totaling $1.4 billion were owed to the
federal government by over 3,800 GSA con-
tractors. Shockingly, these GSA contractors
represented approximately 10 percent of all
GSA contractors during Fiscal Year 2004 and
the first 9 months of Fiscal Year 2005.

This is simply unacceptable. It is my aim to
increase the scrutiny on government contrac-
tors who owe millions in unpaid taxes even as
they pad their bottom lines with taxpayer dol-
lars.

Today, | am introducing a bill that will up the
ante on bad actors who cheat our government
of tax revenue and, in the process, gain an
unfair advantage over businesses that play by
the rules.

This legislation, the Federal Contractor Ac-
countability Act of 2007, will require prospec-
tive contractors to certify that they are not de-
linquent in their federal tax payments. No pro-
spective contractor will be awarded a contract
with a federal agency unless the prospective
contractor certifies in writing to the agency
making the award or extension, or issuing the

order, that the contractor owes no Federal tax
debt.

To certify, the prospective contractor must
acknowledge that within a 3-year period, they
have not been convicted or had a civil judg-
ment rendered against them for violating any
tax laws, failing to pay any tax, or has been
notified of any delinquent taxes for which the
liability remains unsatisfied.

Additionally, to certify, the prospective con-
tractor must acknowledge that they have not
received a notice of a tax lien filed against
them for which the liability remains unsatisfied
or the lien has not been released.

It is that simple. It is not too much to ask
that a private entity that wishes to do business
with the federal government certify that they
pay their taxes in good faith.

Madam Speaker, the Federal Contractor Ac-
countability Act of 2007 is a practical and effi-
cient way to ensure that we close the ever-
widening tax gap. This legislation protects
good faith contractors who are playing by the
rules. These contractors should not have to
unfairly compete against tax cheats for federal
contracts.

—————

SOUTHERN ARIZONA BORDER
SECURITY IS UNACCEPTABLE

HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 20, 2007

Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, the insuf-
ficient border security in my district in southern
Arizona is unacceptable. Our inspection infra-
structure is deficient, and this is the critical
reason why the Tucson Sector has more
drugs seized and illegal immigrants appre-
hended than any other sector bordering Mex-
ico.

The U.S. Border Patrol agents in southern
Arizona seize an average of 2,670 pounds of
drugs and apprehend 2,000 illegal immigrants
every day. We must end this crisis and secure
the border now.

Currently, we have no idea how much con-
traband or how many people are actually com-
ing across. However, what we do know is that
Tucson has become the largest land corridor
in the country for marijuana and the most
heavily used route in the Nation for illegal im-
migrants.

While all of Arizona requires additional bor-
der security measures, some communities are
affected more than others. The current make-
shift checkpoint on 1-19 just north of Tubac
creates an intolerable situation for nearby resi-
dents. Human and drug smugglers can easily
circumvent or penetrate it, and there has been
a recent increase in violence and crime. Resi-
dents, tourists and business people have also
been inconvenienced by the checkpoint in
Tubac because it has led to a massive in-
crease in traffic.

A Federal law that prohibited Arizona’s de-
velopment of a permanent checkpoint in
southern Arizona was rejected by the House
of Representatives last year. However, at my
request U.S. Border Patrol Chief David Aguilar
agreed that no permanent checkpoint will be
planned for the Tucson sector without signifi-
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cant and direct community involvement.
Southern Arizonans must work with our law
enforcement agencies to create a plan for se-
curing our borders and reducing the violence
against citizens and immigrants.

Chief Aguilar, Tucson Sector Chief Patrol
Agent Robert Gilbert, and | have agreed to
form a working group of residents along the |-
19 Corridor to collaboratively decide what fu-
ture security measures need to look like.

A permanent checkpoint on 1-19 can only
be successful in reducing the total number of
drugs and undocumented individuals if several
additional measures are taken. These meas-
ures include active community involvement in
the planning for the checkpoint and an overall
network of border security technology that in-
cludes surveillance cameras, an array of sen-
sors and vehicle x-ray technology similar to
what exists at our ports of entry.

| believe strongly that decisions are best
made at the local level. The recent change in
Federal law provides citizens and law enforce-
ment officials an opportunity to work collabo-
ratively to secure our border, protect our com-
munities, and foster a secure and vibrant
economy.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1495, WATER RESOURCES
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2007

SPEECH OF

HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 19, 2007

Mr. WELLER of lllinois, Mr. Chairman, | rise
today in strong support of H.R. 1495, the
Water Resources Development Act of 2007.
For the 11th Congressional District that | rep-
resent as well as for all of lllinois, passage of
this legislation is of utmost importance. WRDA
contains instructions for the Army Corps of
Engineers to carry out studies and projects
within my district at LaSalle and at Ballard’s
Island in the lllinois River.

The City of LaSalle, IL, has taken an ag-
gressive approach to promoting itself as a his-
torical tourism destination as a way to com-
pensate for the loss of manufacturing. The
highpoint of this project is the Port of LaSalle
and the lllinois & Michigan Canal. The lllinois
& Michigan Canal was integral to the success
of Chicago as a transportation hub back in the
19th century as it connected Chicago to the II-
linois River. While it fell into disuse and dis-
repair, the Canal Corridor Association and the
City of LaSalle have remade a stretch at the
Lock 14 site in LaSalle. A replica canal boat
is planned to be constructed and act as a
tourist attraction and also a unique venue that
can be rented for private functions to bring fur-
ther revenue to the community.

However, further contaminate testing for
cadmuim and zinc needs to be completed so
that dredging may take place in order to cre-
ate a long and deep channel for the canal
boat to be successfully operated. In passing
this bill today, we will be giving the Army
Corps of Engineers the authority to carry out
the additional testing and the possible dredg-
ing that may be needed so that this project
can come to fruition and this national treasure
can be restored to its original glory.
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